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Bastien Piano Basics is an excellent initiatory piano teaching 
material written by American musician James W. Bastien，dating back to 
the later half of the twentieth century which was an era of rapid 
development in both science and technology. It was accomplished on the 
basis of in-depth research of psychics and pedagogy, especially mass 
achievement on children’s physical and mental research. This set of 
material is classified into five levels including four books in each level, 
namely, Elements, Technique, Theory and Performance. Focused on 
Elements and complemented by the other three, this set of material forms 
a complete teaching system. It elaborates an educational idea that 
teaching should be carried out in a happy atmosphere in conformity with 
children’s nature and should involve a good combination of children’s 
interest and comprehensive ability. Thus it will be quite beneficial to the 
development of children’s piano skills and mental and physical fitness. 
The book includes five parts. 
Introduction: This part states the theoretical bases and the practical 
significance of the subject matter of this book. 
Chapter One: Comparison between Bastien Piano Basics and 
traditional teaching materials. This part introduces the history and reality 














between Bastien Piano Basics and traditional materials. 
Chapter Two: Analysis of Bastien Basics Piano. This part refers to 
a brief introduction to Bastien, the musician, the main features and 
drawbacks of this teaching material and gives out some possible 
improvements.  
Chapter Three: The application of Bastien Basics Piano in 
classroom teaching.The author illustrates in this part the details in five 
volumes respectively and analyzes the key points and special difficulties 
in teaching procedures, which are based on the actual teaching 
experience. 
Chapter Four: Conclusion. 
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